LicCrSC

ORDINANCE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO:

SECTION 1. Chapter 4-64 of the Municipal Code of Chicago is hereby amended by
inserting a new Section 4-64-530, as follows:

4-64-530 Issuance of Retail Tobacco Licenses.

(a) Within five days after payment of the license fee for a retail tobacco license, the
Commissioner shall cause a written notice to be issued to the alderman of the ward in which the
premises described in the application is located, providing the information specified in Section 4-
64-210 and the applicant’s current telephone number.

(b) The Commissioner shall review the application materials and any written objections to the
granting of the retail tobacco license. The review period for a retail tobacco license shall be no
fewer than 35 days and no longer than 90 days after the date the license fee is paid. The
Commissioner shall deny an application if the applicant fails to satisfy the requirements of this
chapter, and may deny an application for a retail tobacco license if the issuance of such license
would tend to create a law enforcement problem, result in or add to an undue concentration of
licenses, or have a deleterious impact on the health, safety or welfare of the community in which
the licensed premises is to be located. A deleterious impact is presumed to exist whenever there
have been a substantial number of arrests within 500 feet of the applicant's premises (measured
from the nearest exterior wall of the premises) within the previous two years, unless the applicant
has adopted a plan of operation that will provide reasonable assurance that the issuance of the
license will not have a deleterious impact.

If the Commissioner finds that, for the subject premises identified in the application within the
previous two years, a license application has been denied under this chapter because the local
Commissioner has determined that issuance of the license would have a deleterious impact on
the health, safety or welfare of the community, the application must be denied unless the applicant
can prove by clear and convincing evidence that they have devised a plan of operation that will
provide reasonable assurance that the issuance of the license will not have a deleterious impact.
In any case in which the Commissioner finds that an application must be denied under this
paragraph, the Commissioner shall notify the applicant of that finding and afford the applicant 20
days in which to submit a plan of operation, and the time for a final ruling on the application shall
be stayed until 35 days after the period in which the plan may be submitted has expired. The plan
may include conditions upon the applicant's operation of the premises that are useful or necessary
to mitigate a deleterious impact, including but not limited to providing security personnel, restricted
hours of operation, providing outdoor lighting, the display of signs, providing trash pickup services,
or any other reasonable restrictions on business practices. An applicant's failure to adhere to a
written plan of operation approved by the Commissioner pursuant to this section shall constitute
a basis to impose a fine and to suspend or revoke any retail tobacco license subsequently issued,
as appropriate. Nothing in this section authorizes the issuance of a retail tobacco license when
such issuance is prohibited under another section of this chapter or other applicable law.

(c) No retail tobacco license shall be issued prior to the expiration of 35 days after the date the
license fee is paid.

(d) Within five days of issuance of a retail tobacco license, the Commissioner shall notify the
alderman of the ward in which the premises described in such license is located.



(e) No application for a retail tobacco license shall be accepted for any location which is currently
licensed for the retail sale of tobacco products, electronic cigarette accessories, or tobacco
accessories, and such license is subject to a pending disciplinary hearing seeking revocation of
such license.

SECTION 2. This ordinance takes effect upon passage and publication.
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