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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the City of Chicago has long prided itself on its diversity, freedom of expression,
and commitment to open civic dialogue; and

WHEREAS, the right of every individual to hold and express political or religious beliefs is
protected by the Constitution and is essential to a healthy democracy; and

WHEREAS, incidents of harassment, intimidation, and violence directed toward individuals
based on their political or religious views have become increasingly common across the nation,
threatening not only the safety and dignity of those targeted and their families but also the
principles of tolerance and mutual respect on which our city and country are built; and

WHEREAS, recent events — including the assassination of Republican and conservative
influencer Charlie Kirk and Democrat and former Minnesota House Speaker Melissa Hortman,
as well as acts of violence and intimidation against individuals of other political and religious
persuasions — have underscored the urgent need to reaffirm that disagreement must never
escalate into harm; and

WHEREAS, condemning such violence is not an endorsement of any particular viewpoint, but
rather a defense of the right of all people, regardless of ideology or creed, to live and speak freely
without fear of harm; and

BE IT RESOLVED, that Mayor Brandon Johnson and the Members of the City Council of the
City of Chicago do hereby condemn the assassinations of Republican and conservative
influencer Charlie Kirk and Democrat and former Minnesota House Speaker Melissa Hortman,
as well as all acts of violence, intimidation, or harassment targeting individuals on the basis of
their political or religious beliefs, regardless of where they fall on the ideological spectrum; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Mayor Brandon Johnson and the City Council reaffirm
their commitment to upholding the constitutional rights of free speech, peaceful assembly, and
religious liberty for all Chicagoans; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Mayor Brandon Johnson and the City Council encourage
constructive dialogue and peaceful engagement across differences, recognizing that robust
debate is a cornerstone of democracy, but violence has no place in civic life; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a suitable copy of this resolution be prepared and presented
to community and civic organizations throughout the city to reaffirm Chicago’s commitment to
protecting its residents from violence and intimidation.

fames M. Gardiner
Alderman, 45th Ward
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